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MISSION STATEMENTS 
B.C. Education System 

 
The purpose of the British Columbia school system is to enable all learners to develop their individual potential 
and to acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic and pluralistic 
society and a prosperous and sustainable economy. 
 

School District No. 23 (Central Okanagan)  

Mission Statement 
 

To educate students in a safe, inspirational learning environment where every student develops 
the knowledge and skills to be a lifelong learner and a healthy productive member of our 

global society. 
 

Vision Statement 
 

School District No.23 (Central Okanagan) is a progressive leader in education, which sets the 
standard for educational excellence and ensures that every student has opportunities to 

succeed. 
 

South Kelowna Elementary 
 

We at South Kelowna Elementary, in cooperation with parents and families, believe  
in providing a positive learning environment for the development of a student’s full  
potential to become a knowledgeable, responsible and confident life-long learner  

within the immediate and global community. 

 

SCHOOL MASCOT, COLOURS, MOTTO 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mascot 
Eagle 

School Colours 
Yellow and Purple 

(Original) 
 

Blue and Grey 
(Alternate Jersey) 

 

School Motto 
“Soar to New Heights!” 
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HOURS OF OPERATION 
 
Classes in Session  8:30 a.m. (8:25 warning bell) 

Lunch    11:00 – 12:00 p.m. 

Recess   1:40 -1:55 p.m.  

Dismissal   2:30 p.m. 

School Office Hours  7:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
 

SUPERVISION 
 
Supervision is provided for students at South Kelowna Elementary before school (8:10 – 8:30 a.m.), at lunch 
(11:00 – 12:00 p.m.), at recess (1:40 – 1:55 p.m.), and after school (2:30 – 2:45 p.m.).  Students waiting for 
buses or parent pick-up after school must wait in the supervised area at the north adventure 
playground.  Students playing after school in the south playground must be with their parent, and all safety 
and playground rules still apply. 
Teachers provide supervision at all times except during the lunch hour.  Noon Hour Supervisors supervise our 
students while they are eating their lunch, are working in the library or computer lab, and are on the playground 
during the lunch hour. 
Please Note: Although formal supervision of the student by school staff is limited to the times noted above, the 
school’s Code of Conduct is in effect from the moment the student leaves his/her parent/guardian in the 
morning to the time the student makes face to face contact with the parent/guardian or designate after school 
is dismissed.  
 
 

SCHOOL PHONE NUMBERS 
 
Phone     250-870-5107  
Fax      250-870-5058 
 

SAFE ARRIVAL AND ABSENCES 
 

• Parents of children who are going to be absent are asked to phone the school (250-870-5107) before 8:30 
a.m.  When an absence is unexplained, the school will attempt to call home. 

• Prior notification is also expected should students need to be dismissed early for any reason. 
    

TARDINESS 
Tardiness interferes with learning in our school.  The first few minutes are crucial times during which the tone 
of the class is set for the day. In addition, the goals of the day and special instructions are discussed.  Students 
who are even a few minutes late miss this important information and are unable to catch up completely on what 
is going on.  It is therefore extremely important for our students to be on time.  Should a pattern of tardiness 
develop, classroom teachers will inform you.  They will also work with you to develop a plan to help. 
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EXTENDED ABSENCES 
 
Each year we are approached by an increasing number of parents 
who wish to take their child out of school for extended periods of 
time.  Usually this is for reasons associated with family plans or 
family business.  We do not have a procedure for granting students 
a “leave of absence”.  Rather it is assumed that parents will make 
decisions in the best interests of their own child.  We are respectful 
of the fact that many of our families have family members far away, 
and spending time with them is important.  We also know that 
regular attendance is an important part of each student’s success at 
school.  We recognize that students who are ill need to be at home; 
however, we encourage parents to make arrangements for special appointments or family activities outside of 
school hours whenever possible.  We appreciate that this is not always easy to do.     

Difficulties arise, however, when parents wish to have some sort of reassurance that their child will not be 
“behind” in their work when they return.  Unfortunately, if your child misses school for extended periods of time, 
he/ she will be “behind” in classroom work. Students may well have other cultural and travel experiences that 
contribute to their overall development, but the many varied daily classroom activities they will miss cannot be 
duplicated through worksheets or workbooks.   
We are not in the position to provide assignments for children who have extended absences due to family 
plans.  Rather we are providing a list of suggested activities that are designed to assist parents with planning 
for their child’s educational needs while traveling.   

• Set aside a time each day for reading books.  As school textbooks and library books cannot be taken on 
extended absences, you may wish to acquire several paperback novels or youth magazines suitable for 
your child’s age and reading ability.    

• Have your child keep a daily journal in which he or she records all activities and thoughts about what they 
have experienced.  The standard amount of writing we would expect depends on the age and ability of the 
student.  

• There are many ways of structuring this, depending on how much time the parent and child are willing to 
devote. 

• Keep a scrapbook of special places or sightseeing. This can include postcards, pamphlets, drawings, etc., 
with some student writing or labeling.  Maps with routes marked on them and short paragraphs about the 
historical significance of certain landmarks would be useful additions. 

• Have your child keep a “math journal” or ledger, dealing with changes in time and currency, distances 
traveled, cost of fuel and meals... lots of real life practice with numbers and your child can help to check the 
VISA bill when you get home. 

• You may wish to purchase a math workbook that will help your child keep in daily practice with basic math 
skills.   

 
We will be happy to see what your child has accomplished upon his or her return, but we will not be assessing 
these activities.  It is your right to take your child out of school due to family circumstances, but once you have 
exercised that privilege, you must also accept the responsibility of your child’s education during that absence. 
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STAFF LIST AND TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS 
DIVISION TEACHER GRADE / Assignment ROOM 

2001 Mrs. Pullan/Mrs. Schell K 135 
2002 Ms. Robertson K/1 137 
2003 Mrs. Jennejohn 1 140 
2004 Mrs. Kirschner 1/2 141 
2005 Ms. Lees 2/3 138 
2006 Mrs. Estey 3 141 
2007 Mrs. Wilson 3/4 107 
2008 Mrs. Vecchio  4 110 
2009 TBA 4/5  
2010 Ms. Black 5/6 120 
2011 Mrs. Shanks 5/6 119 

 Mrs. Obedkoff Library, Preparation Relief  102 
 Mrs. Bitcon Learning Assistance Teacher, Preparation Relief 111 
 Mrs. Jordan Preparation Relief / Music / Drama / Dance 

(Tues./Thurs.) 
146 

 Mrs. Piasentin Principal 159 
 

SUPPORT STAFF LIST 
Mrs. C. Picklyk Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. S. Cavaghan Certified Education Assistant 
Mrs. K. Porritt Certified Education Assistant 
Mrs. M. Hayward Library Assist., Office Clerical 
Mrs. K. Sawchuk Noon Hour Supervisor 
Mrs. C. Sawyer Noon Hour Supervisor 
Mr. G. Pidwerbeski Noon Hour Supervisor 
Mrs. J. Schaefer Morning Custodian 
Mr. M. Gonzales Evening Custodian 

 
DISTRICT INTINERANT STAFF LIST 

Mrs. S. Dickie Counsellor 
Ms. F. Rodricks Speech Language Pathologist 
Mrs. M. Harvey Resource Teacher (Special Needs) 

 

SCHOOL WEBPAGE 
http://www.ske.sd23.bc.ca/ 
Check out our webpage for up-to-date information.  
 
  

http://www.ske.sd23.bc.ca/
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COMMUNITY LEARNING PLAN 2017-2018 

Learning Inquiry Question 
With two concurrent Inquiry processes taking place, each has begged their own Inquiry Question. 

In regards to assessment and evaluation we have asked:  How do we assess growth without marks? How do 
we motivate kids to improve and help them to become owners of their own learning? 

In regards to growth mind set, the question raised is:  How do we build more opportunities for connections with 
our students?  

Learning Goals 
The learning goals for South Kelowna Elementary, as developed through the inquiry process are as follows: 

1.  To increase overall student engagement and achievement through best practices of assessment and 
evaluation and by further cultivating a safe and caring environment which allows all students to thrive. 

2.  To increase student achievement we are going to make learning more visible with an overall focus on 
growth mind set and connecting all learners to our world. 

We will keep parents informed of our action plans throughout the year at Parent Advisory Council meetings 
and through school newsletters, emails and on our website. 
 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 
Parents will receive three formal written reports.  At the beginning or end of each term, your child’s teacher will 
send home an overview of Ministry prescribed learning outcomes for each of the subject areas.  The dates for 
our formal written reports for this school year are listed below. 

Terms Reporting Dates 
  
One December 15, 2017 
Two March 14, 2018 
Three June 28, 2018 

 

PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Parent / Teacher Conferences will be scheduled for all parents on September 28 and 29, 2018, and on 
February 1 and 2, 2018.  Early dismissal is 12:30 p.m. on conference dates with no lunch hour scheduled.  
Students will receive a supervised nutrition / activity break during the morning.  School 
District buses will run according to the early dismissal times.  Students are invited to join 
their parents during conferencing in order to participate in sharing their learning.  Parents 
who wish a private meeting with their child’s teacher are encouraged to make an 
appointment at any time during the school year. 
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STUDENT SCHOOL FEES 
Parents and students have the option of purchasing school supplies directly from the school.  All students are 
expected to pay a cultural fee, which covers the cost of various performances at the school throughout the 
year.  All students are encouraged to purchase a Student Planner as they are used extensively to develop 
time-management and goal setting skills.  The Student Planner is also an excellent means of maintaining 
effective home / school communication. 
 
Grade Supplies Cultural Total 
    
Gr. Kin-6 30.00 10.00 40.00 

 

ONLINE PAYMENTS USING SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
For SAFETY and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash and cheques coming into our 
school.  Please follow the steps below to pay for your child's school fees by credit card or online cheque. 

Step 1:   Go to this website:  https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/ 
Step 2:   Register by selecting the “Get Started Today” and entering the following information:  
Parent/Guardian Name; Parent/Guardian Address and Email; Create Password 
Step 3:  After you have registered, you will receive a confirmation email; open your email and select the 
web link (underlined in blue) then choose the “Click Here” option; sign in and add each of your children 
(name and birthdate)  Choose "My Account" and "View My Students".  Choose your child and add fees 
to your cart (fees have to be added individually). Go to "Check Out". Press "Continue". Choose 
payment method (credit card or cheque) Print your receipt as confirmation. 

If you have difficulties accessing a computer in order to pay your fees, please contact the office to make 
alternate arrangements.  School computer can be used for this purpose. 
 

Parents—please register and pay school fees by September 30th. Thank you! 

MEDICATION 
Pupils may not take any non-prescription drugs at school.  Pupils may take prescription drugs at school ONLY 
AFTER the parent or guardian has completed the appropriate “Medical Alert Planning Form” and the “Request 
for Medication Administration at School Form”.  Forms are available at the school and/or your doctor’s office. 
 

ALLERGIES 
A number of our students have life threatening allergies to peanut products, bee stings, etc.  If your 
son/daughter is in a classroom with a child who has a serious allergic condition, necessary safety precautions 
will be implemented, and the cooperation of all parents will be sought.  All staff are trained on how to use an 
Epi-pen by the Public Health Nurse. 

We are a ‘Nut Aware’ School! 

STUDENT INJURIES AND ILLNESS 
Our practice is to notify the parent or guardian as soon as possible if a student becomes ill or sustains an injury 
during school hours that requires medical treatment beyond “ice” or a “band-aid.”   Of course, we always err on 
the side of caution and instruct the student to report to the office and call home if they complain of any injury or 
illness.  In any situation other than an emergency where we would be obligated to administer basic first aid 
and/or call 911, it is up to the parent to make a judgment whether further treatment beyond, ice, bed rest, a 
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band-aid, or an ambulance trip to the hospital is needed.  In order to avoid undue parental alarm and/or 
concern about injuries that occur during school hours, parents need to and have the right to know if their child 
has become ill or is injured at school.   
 

ACCIDENTS AND SERIOUS INJURIES/ILLNESS 
If the student can be moved safely, we try and take him/her to the medical room in the main office where a staff 
member, who holds a current first aid certificate, can examine the student as soon as possible. Although our 
first aid attendants are in place for the first aid treatment of staff, they are often called upon to treat students 
and do so on a voluntary basis.  If there is any doubt about the advisability of moving an injured student, an 
ambulance will be called and the parent notified. 
 
When it comes to serious student injuries and illnesses as opposed to those requiring only a band-aid or ice, 
administration will accompany the First Aid attendant to the scene and make every attempt to stay with the 
injured or ill student until an ambulance arrives, and/or trained medical personnel provides treatment and 
"releases" student into our care.  These measures must be taken prior to calling “911.”   The First Aid 
Attendant, in consultation with administration, makes the final decision as to whether “911” should be called. 
If the injury is not life threatening but requires a visit to a doctor, parents will be asked to arrange 
transportation.  
 

SICKNESS 
If a student is too ill to stay at school, they will be directed to the office by the classroom teacher or supervisor.  
They are to report to the secretary or Principal.  The secretary will record the  
student’s absence from class for medical reasons and take the student to the medical room.  Arrangements will 
be made to send the student home, or he/she will be cared for in the medical room.  If necessary, they may be 
instructed to lie down.  However, we discourage the use of the medical bed/room except as a holding area, 
while the school awaits the arrival of a parent   Children should not be placed on the medical bed without 
informing the child's teacher and the office. 
Health Issues - Public Health Nurses are available for support, information &/or referrals for any health 
concerns.  They can be reached 8:30 am– 4:30 pm, Monday – Friday, at the following locations: 
 
Rutland Health Centre, 155 Gray Road, Kelowna, 250-980-4825 
Kelowna Health Centre, 1430 Ellis Street, Kelowna, 250-868-7700 
West Kelowna Health Centre, #160-2300 Carrington Road, West Kelowna, 250-980-5150  
 

SHOES AND GYM STRIP 
 

To promote a clean school and to reduce the amount of black marks in the gym and hallways, students are 
asked to bring a separate pair of runners for use within the school.  Wearing winter boots throughout the 
school is not permitted.  Indoor shoes will be used in the gym and throughout the school on days when the 
weather requires students to wear boots.  Please ensure that these indoor shoes have non-scuff soles so that 
they do not mark the floors.  Intermediate students are also required to bring a change of clothes (shorts and 
shirt) for use during their Physical Education classes.  During wet weather, it is advisable that all students have 
an extra t-shirt and pants at school in case a change of clothing is necessary. 

http://www.interiorhealth.ca/ 
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LOST AND FOUND 
 

Items that are lost and found are placed in the Lost and Found bin located in the front lobby.  Smaller items are 
kept in the office.  Please check these boxes regularly to retrieve lost items. 
 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
As we continue to help reduce the negative impact on our environment, please note that the ‘paper’ copy of our 
school newsletter – The Eagle Gazette – is no longer distributed to each student. It will be available to view or 
download through our website the first week of each month.  
http://www.ske.sd23.bc.ca/About/skenewsletters/Pages/default.aspx 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
 
Some personal items brought to school can be a disruption to the learning environment.  With the exception of special 
days like ‘show and tell,’ personal items (i.e. electronic devices etc.) are best left at home.  In addition, the school cannot 
be responsible for the personal property of students.  As a result, please do not send expensive items such as cellular 
phones, MP3 Players, Nintendo DS, and other electronic devices etc. with your child.  Please label your child’s lunch bag, 
water bottle, backpack, shoes and outer clothing.   
 

BICYCLES/ROLLER BLADES/SKATEBOARDS/SCOOTERS 
 

Bicycles, roller blades, skateboards or scooters may not be ridden on school property during 
school hours (8:00 am - 3:00 pm).  Students must use a good locking device and lock the 
bike securely to the bike rack upon their arrival at school.   
 

STUDENT TELEPHONE USE AND PHONE MESSAGES 
 
Students are permitted to use the school telephone only if circumstances are deemed important and they have gained 
permission from their classroom teacher.  Students who have permission to use the phone receive a phone pass that they 
take with them to the telephone.  This phone pass is clearly visible and prevents other staff members from asking 
students whether or not they have permission to use the telephone.   

Telephone messages for students should only be for emergency situations, otherwise please use the student planners 
for Grades 1-6 to communicate any information regarding going home arrangements (if different than normal).  For 
kindergarten students please send a note to the teacher.  Play dates should be arranged from home outside of school 
hours.  No phone calls please to the office or from the student phone for this reason.  Please be considerate of the many 
phone calls we receive through our office on a daily basis and try to keep your calls to very important messages only. 
 
 

LUNCH TIME PROCEDURES 
 
Parents expect the school to supervise their children when they send them to school.  For this reason, we 
expect our pupils to stay on the school grounds from the time they arrive in the morning until they go home in 
the afternoon.  For safety reasons, students are not allowed to leave the grounds before school, during lunch 
or after school (notes to go to the store will not be accepted).   If you must take your child out during the lunch 
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break, you will need to notify the office.  Those eating lunch at home must inform their teachers.  Those eating 
lunch at school must exhibit responsible behaviour and respectful manners. 
 

STUDENT PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF ZONES 
 
We ask that parents drop off and pick up their child(ren) by parking on the street.  If this is not possible, use the bus lane if 
there is no bus present and only if you are not planning to leave your vehicle. At no time should vehicles enter the bus 
lane if it is occupied by a school bus or emergency vehicle. The third and least desirable option is to park in the 
parking lot.  Again, use it as a pick up and drop off spot and only if you are not planning to leave your vehicle as the lot is 
needed for staff parking primarily. Parents are also encouraged to make arrangements to meet their children at the 
parking site beside the west field. 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
Students are eligible for bus transportation if they live 4.8 km (Gr. 4-6) from the nearest school at which they could be 
registered for an educational program (4.0 km for Kindergarten - Gr. 3).  Students must also be registered as a rider with 
the transportation office prior to using the bus service.  If there is space available on the bus, students living closer to the 
school may also be able to ride the bus as courtesy riders.   

To check on eligibility for transportation, please use the "Rider Eligibility/Web Query" link on the transportation 
department website at www.sd23.bc.ca/transportation.  Parents and students can also download an application form 
from the same website or pick up a copy from the school office.  The transportation office will notify the parents of eligible 
and courtesy riders after the application has been received and eligibility and seat availability have been confirmed.  If you 
have questions regarding bus service, please call the Transportation Office at 250-491-4040.  Phone lines are open 
between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

FIELD TRIPS 
 
Extra-curricular field trips are designed to complement what the students are learning in class and to provide 
educational experiences that will make classroom learning more meaningful.  School District No. 23 buses are 
used exclusively.  In the event that parents are asked to drive, the School District’s policy requires that the 
vehicle carries a minimum $1,000.000 of third party liability insurance.  Also, all students must have their 
own seatbelt and booster seats are required by law for any student under the age of nine or shorter than four 
feet nine inches (whichever comes first).  
 
Because of safety concerns, we ask that no child be seated in a front seat equipped with an air bag.  Parents 
volunteering to drive are requested to visit the school office at least one day prior to the field trip to complete a 
driver declaration form, and show their driver’s license and vehicle registration and insurance.  These 
documents will be returned to you when expired and you will be required to renew the documents if you plan to 
drive students in the future. 

RECYCLING PROGRAM 
 
South Kelowna Elementary has a very successful recycling program.  Everyone is encouraged to recycle and 
reuse all possible materials.  Every classroom and office space is provided with recycling containers.  Recycled 
materials are collected, sorted and then delivered to the recycling depot.  Many thanks to all who participate in 
this worthwhile school-wide recycling program!        
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South Kelowna Elementary School 
 
SOUTH KELOWNA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CODE OF CONDUCT 

Our Code of Conduct is consistent with the School District's Code of Conduct.  The purpose of our Code of 
Conduct is to ensure a safe and healthy learning environment.  At South Kelowna Elementary, we promote the 
values expressed in the BC Human Rights Code respecting the rights of all individuals in accordance with the 
law – prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family 
status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation.  South Kelowna Elementary students are 
expected to exhibit a commitment to learning, to achieving success, and to being positive citizens within their 
community.  We have guidelines for behaviour which are based around the key word respect. 
 

Respect Yourself 
*Aim for academic success. *Be prepared, organized and attentive. *Complete all class and homework on 
time and to the best of your ability. *Be honest. *Reflect a positive attitude by attending school regularly and 
dressing appropriately. * Take care of yourself. *Make healthy choices.   

Say NO! to alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 

Respect Others 
*Treat others with kindness and courtesy. *Use good manners at all times. *Show cooperation in class so that 
others may learn. *Play safely, include others, and show good sportsmanship.  

Say NO! to violence and harassment. 

Respect Your Environment 

*Respect the property of others and the school. *Use materials and equipment appropriately. *Keep your 
classroom, school, and playground clean. *Reflect a positive attitude and good citizenship. *Follow the 
school’s behaviour guidelines. *Show pride in being a South Kelowna Eagle. 

Say YES! to a clean, safe, happy place to learn. 
 
The School Act states that students may be disciplined for violations of the Code of Conduct:  
 at school, going to and from school, and while attending events and functions as representatives of the 

school (e.g. field trips, sports events, community activities). 
 beyond the above mentioned times (including on-line/ Internet behavior) that negatively impacts or disrupts 

the safe and orderly environment of the school. 

 
South Kelowna Elementary School 
DISCIPLINE LEVELS & PROCEDURES 
In the event of a violation of our Code of Conduct, the staff will endeavor to act 

consistently by communicating with all individuals involved, determining all of the facts, and treating students 
with fairness and respect. 
The staff recognizes that each incident must be dealt with on an individual basis, dependent upon the student’s 
history, severity of incident, frequency, circumstance (i.e. provocation and premeditation), level of remorse, and 
cooperation.  Every effort will be made to suit the consequence to the student and the situation.  Wherever 
possible, we will avoid assigning consequences that are punitive in nature.  Whenever possible, the student, 
with the assistance of the administrator, teacher, counselor and/or guardian, will be involved in solving the 
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problem.  We will treat seriously behavior or communication that discriminates based on race, color, ancestry, 
place or origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation.  
Special considerations may apply to students with special needs if they are unable to understand and comply 
with our Code of Conduct due to having a disability of a physical, intellectual, sensory or emotional or 
behavioral nature.  
 

Level 1 - Minor or Mild Infractions 

The classroom teacher or noon-hour supervisor will generally deal with students involved in minor infractions.  
If misbehaviour continues or increases, the supervisory staff may take the incident to the teacher or 
administration.  The administration records the violations in the computer tracking system.  A minimum of one 
of the following consequences will occur: conference with student, time out, assignment, verbal or written 
apology, service to the school, phone call home, copy of behaviour report to parents, or conference with 
parents.  Examples of minor infractions include: 

• Incomplete homework • Teasing 
• Disruption of the classroom • Dishonesty – i.e. telling “fibs” 
• Inappropriate assembly behavior • Inappropriate body language/tone of voice 
• Misuse of washroom • Bringing inappropriate items to school 
• Inappropriate physical contact • Lack of respect of others 
• Tardiness • Inappropriate language 
• Unsafe conduct • Inappropriate attire 

Level 2 - Repeated Minor Infractions or Moderate Behaviors 

A repeated offence of a similar type of misbehavior demonstrates that the student is unable to solve the 
problem alone.  Generally, the guideline of 2 or 3 recorded incidents of a minor infraction will indicate the 
parents need to be informed.   
A phone call to parents, a note, letter or Behaviour Form to be signed by parents, and/or a conference with 
parents may be required to assist the student in solving the problem.   
More serious consequences, including a possible suspension, may occur as a result of continued misconduct.  
A suspension is the removal of a student’s right to attend regular class sessions. 
Suspensions may be either: 

• In School or Out of School 
• Definite (up to 10 days, readmission determined by the administration) or 
• Indefinite (in excess of 10 days, readmission determined by the School District) 

Examples include: 
• Repetitive minor infractions • Dangerous use of sticks and throwing rocks or 

snowballs 
• Dishonesty • Bullying 
• Misbehavior during fire drills • Defiance to authority 
• Inappropriate sexual behavior • Inappropriate representation of school  
• Bringing dangerous items to school  

 

Level 3 - Major Infractions 

Students involved in major infractions (i.e. false alarm, smoking, fighting, theft, vandalism, defiance) will be 
dealt with by the administration.  Parents will be contacted immediately to be informed of the disciplinary 
procedures.  A suspension may occur as the result of a major violation.  The RCMP will be contacted if the 
incident is against the law and an indefinite suspension may be considered.  Such incidents will be dealt with in 
accordance with School Board Policy and Regulations on Discipline (5600). 
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• Chronic Level 1 & 2 behaviors (with intent) • Leaving school grounds 
• Weapons, fighting, violence or threats • Smoking, drugs or alcohol 
• Inappropriate behavior • Blatant defiance 
• Destruction of property/vandalism • Serious theft 
• Swearing at a staff member • Fire starting, misuse of fire safety equipment 

Bullying Behaviors 
 

Forms of Bullying Behaviour 
Behavioural Category Of Concern Of Serious Concern 
 
Physical Aggression 

• pushing, shoving 
• spitting 
• hitting 

• threatening with a weapon 
• defacing property 
• stealing 

 
Verbal Aggression 

• mocking 
• name-calling 
• giving dirty looks 
• teasing 

• intimidating telephone calls 
• racist, sexist, or homophobic taunting 
• daring another to do something dangerous 
• verbal threats against person or property 
• verbal threats of violence or inflicting bodily 

harm 
• coercion, extortion 

 
Social Alienation 

• gossiping 
• embarrassing 
• making a student to look 

foolish 
• spreading rumours 
• excluding from group 

• inciting hatred, racist, sexist, or homophobia 
• setting up someone to take the blame 
• public humiliation 
• malicious rumour spreading 

Internet Bullying 
 
 

• gossiping 
• embarrassing 
• making a student to look 

foolish 
• spreading rumours 
• excluding from group 

• intimidating telephone calls 
• racist, sexist, or homophobic taunting 
• daring another to do something dangerous 
• verbal threats against person or property 
• verbal threats of violence or inflicting bodily 

harm 
• coercion, extortion 
• inciting hatred, racist, sexist, or homophobia 
• setting up someone to take the blame 
• public humiliation 
• malicious rumour spreading 

 
 

 PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES 
Definition:  Progressive discipline is a systematic, effective approach to escalating the 
consequences for inappropriate or unproductive behavior. 
Purpose:  To effect positive changes in a student’s behavior pattern. 

Step 1 - Staff/Student Intervention 
− variety of classroom management strategies 
− one to one problem solving discussion with student 
− verbal redirection or reprimand 
− assign appropriate consequences 
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Step 2 - Staff/Parent Intervention 
− note or phone call to parent 
− work with parents for intervention strategies 
− parent interview or meeting (possibly include student) 

Step 3 - School Based Team (S.B.T.) Intervention 
− referral to S.B.T.  
− involve counselor, L.A.T. and Principal to get more information 
− S.B.T. determines if there are difficulties in other classes 
− S.B.T. works with parents to design and implement plan to support student 

Step 4 - Administration Intervention 
− student referral to administrator 

Important Notes: 

• This procedure is designed for dealing with ongoing behavior problems.  In cases which involve safety, 
obvious unacceptable behavior, such as fighting or disobedience, we should deal directly with the problem, 
including immediate administrative referral, if appropriate. 

• A step could be repeated before moving to the next step at the teacher’s discretion. 
• It is critical that documentation occur throughout the progressive discipline procedure. (ie: a paper trail)  

 
For more information: 
 
See the School District Code of Conduct document at: http://www.sd23.bc.ca 
 

SCHOOL LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS 
Mrs. Obedkoff– Teacher Librarian 

Mrs. Hayward – Library Clerk 
 
Library Learning Commons Hours 
The learning commons is open before, after school, and during the lunch hour Monday-Thursday. 
 
Welcome! 
South Kelowna has a large, attractive library that houses over 10,000 children’s fiction and non-fiction books as 
well as videos, magazines and teacher resources. Three work stations are available for students to access the 
electronic catalogue where they can search for library materials, access the internet, and access the school 
network.  The Library Learning Commons also has the components and resources for coding, computer 
programming and circuit building, including two robots named Dash and Dot. 
 
Our school library learning commons provides an open supportive learning environment. We offer a wide 
variety of resources accommodating diverse interests and learning needs. Mrs. Pynappels circulates the 
books, maintains the collection and processes new materials.  Ms. Smith is responsible for selection and 
cataloguing of books and resources and the administration of the library. She also supports teachers and 
students in all forms of literacy education. She manages reading incentive programs, plans co-operatively with 
classroom teachers, provides support for integration of digital/information technology, and promotes the love of 
literature. Students in grades K-6 and their teachers are scheduled into the library once each week for book 
exchange sessions. All students, including those in Kindergarten, can also come to the library on a daily basis 
to return and sign out books.    
 
Parents are welcome to visit the library and borrow materials. Please visit our school website for information 
about library programs, links to valuable resources, and home access to our online library catalogue.  Contact 
Mrs. Obedkoff at the school for more information. 
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TECHNOLOGY /SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 
South Kelowna has a computer lab with 32 computers for students, one teacher computer, a laser printer, 
multimedia projector and many recommended educational software programs. All computers run the same 
software, and are networked, have Internet access and have access to School District educational on-line 
resources.   Classes are scheduled into the computer lab during class time for the integration of technology 
into the various subject areas.   
 
Our staff and students also have access to 42 laptops for use around the school.  These laptops are networked 
and allow users to access all software, online databases and e-resources.  Teachers and students also have 
access to a Smart Board, digital cameras and a scanner. 
 
S.K.E. families have access to school information and on-line resources by visiting our website: 
www.ske.sd23.bc.ca.  Newsletters, handbook information, updated events and activities are all found on the 
website.  Students and parents who wish to use on-line resources from home (eg. World Book Encyclopedia 
on-line) may pick up password information from Mrs. Obedkoff in the library. 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 23 (CENTRAL OKANAGAN) 

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 23 STUDENT NETWORK ACCOUNT AND INTERNET 
AGREEMENT 

Complete Guidelines & Further Information 
For students and parents, complete Acceptable Use Guidelines are available on the School District No. 23 
(Central Okanagan) website at http://www.sd23.bc.ca/ under Parent Information.  These guidelines explain in 
detail the terms and conditions of this agreement, expectations of student users, acceptable use, prohibited 
use, liabilities, privacy and confidentiality and consequences for the violation of network and Internet 
guidelines.   
Please note:  You and your child must sign an internet agreement sheet provided by their school and return the 
signed document to the school before your child will be provided with access to school, district and provincial 
networks, the internet and electronic mail. 
 

PARENT AND COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 

Parent and community volunteers are welcome at South Kelowna Elementary.  The volunteers at the school 
make a huge contribution, either through the P.A.C. activities or through helping the school and/or teachers 
directly.  You may be asked by a teacher or fellow parent to help, or you may initiate your volunteer services by 
calling the school.  It is now policy that all volunteers complete an official form and undergoes a criminal 
record check, which the school arranges.  Please complete and submit your form asap as it takes a 
minimum of 3 weeks to process. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ske.sd23.bc.ca/
http://www.sd23.bc.ca/
http://alt.sd23.bc.ca/00260F99-00802CC4.0/SD23Logo.jpg


17 
 

LEARNING ASSISTANCE 
The objective of Learning Assistance is to support students in working to the best of their learning potential.  
Learning Assistance involves assessment, direct remedial instruction and/or adapted or modified 
programming.  Mrs. Sandra Bitcon, the Learning Assistance Teacher (L.A.T.), works with students who have 
been identified by the classroom teacher as having difficulty in an area of their educational program.  The 
classroom teacher completes a referral form and informs the student’s parents that the L.A.T. will assess the 
student in the identified curricular area of difficulty.  If an Individualized Education Plan (I.E.P.) is required for a 
student, the School Based Team, comprised of the classroom teacher, the L.A.T., a school administrator and 
the parents, meet to share information and jointly develop a plan to best meet the learning needs of the 
student.  A variety of other consultative services are available at the district level and these personnel may be 
asked to become involved in the remediation process.  The Learning Assistant teacher is also the first point of 
contact for referral to the following resources: speech and language, counseling, resource teacher, school 
psychologist.  

 

GIFTED AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
 
Gifted service is provided for students who meet the Ministry of Education criteria for gifted status.  However, 
we do offer enrichment opportunities to those students who demonstrate a need for broader or extended 
educational experiences in one or more curricular areas.  Enrichment is normally provided by the classroom 
teacher through modification of curriculum content, and may also involve the support of the Learning 
Assistance teacher, either in the classroom or in a pull-out program. 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
 
South Kelowna students and parents may receive assistance from our school counselor.  Counseling generally 
focuses on school issues, which may include social, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Our counselor may 
work one-on-one, with small groups, or in a consultative role with teachers and parents.  Please contact our 
office or your classroom teacher to make an appointment with our counselor Mrs. Shelley Dickie.  
 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
 

The Speech and Language Pathologist, Ms. Faye Rodricks, assigned to our school provides assistance to 
students who may be experiencing speech or language development difficulties.  Referrals to the Speech and 
Language Pathologist may be made for the following communication difficulties:  articulation, voice, fluency, 
content, form and auditory skills.  Services include:  individual or group therapy, development of home 
programs and consultation with teacher and parents.      
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PARENT AND COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 
Parent and community volunteers are welcome at South Kelowna Elementary.  The volunteers at the school 
make a huge contribution, either through the P.A.C. activities or through helping the school and/or teachers 
directly.  You may be asked by a teacher or fellow parent to help, or you may initiate your volunteer services by 
calling the school.  It is now policy that all volunteers complete an official application form and undergo a 
criminal record check, which are available from the school office. 
 

CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKS 
 
Once you’ve completed a Criminal Record Check form, and you receive the approved/stamped copy in the 
mail, please bring this copy into the school office.  We need to see that you’ve been approved, and send this 
approved copy of the paperwork to the School Board Office, so that your name is added to the database.  
These record checks are good for three years. 
 

PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The South Kelowna Elementary Parent Advisory Council (P.A.C.) is a group of parents who volunteer their 
time to help out at our school.  The purpose of the P.A.C. is to support, encourage and improve the quality of 
education and the well-being of children in South Kelowna Elementary School.  Parental attendance and 
participation is encouraged at the P.A.C. meetings, traditionally held on the first Tuesday of each month in the 
library at 6:30 p.m.  The P.A.C.’s success is dependent upon parental involvement and a few major fund 
raising activities.  Please come out to the meetings and stay informed.  We hope that some of you will consider 
filling the open positions on the upcoming executive.   
 
The P.A.C. Executive (as elected at the Annual General Meeting in May) for the 2017-2018 school year is as 
follows: 

President Barb Drake 
Vice-President Jody Gibson 
Parent/Class Room Rep Karen Ellis 
Joint Use Liaison Maria Tarnowski-Hawkins 
Secretary Robyn Thompson 
Event/Fundraiser Coordinator Shauna Burnell 

 
HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 

 
South Kelowna Elementary Parent Advisory Council sponsors a Lunch Program at our school.  Parents prepay 
for meals which are delivered each Wednesday to the classrooms.  A variety of choices that all meet the 
Ministry of Education’s Healthy Food Guidelines, are available for students and these are outlined on the order 
form that goes home.  This program is run by volunteers at our school.  For further information, to volunteer, or 
if you have a questions or comment, please contact the PAC and/or Barb Drake PAC President. 
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DRESS CODE 
SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
Pupils are expected to come to school wearing clothing that is appropriate for school: 

• When the warmer weather comes, beachwear is NOT appropriate for school.  Bare midriffs, halter tops, 
‘spaghetti’ straps, bathing suits, muscle shirts, and any clothing that allows undergarments to show are 
not acceptable. 

• Pupils wearing clothing on which suggestive language or inappropriate graphics is printed or pictured, 
and/or alcoholic beverages are presented, will be asked to make immediate arrangements for alternate 
clothing. 

• Hats are not to be worn inside the school building but are encouraged for outside. 
• Excessive use of make-up will be monitored and dealt with on an individual basis.  Jewelry should not be 

worn during gym classes for safety reasons. 
Students dressed inappropriately for school will be expected to change their clothing. 
To promote a clean school and to reduce the amount of black marks in the gym and hallways, students are 
asked to bring a separate pair of runners for use within the school.  Wearing winter boots throughout the 
school is not permitted.  Indoor shoes will be used in the gym and throughout the school on days when the 
weather requires students to wear boots.  Please ensure that these indoor shoes have non-scuff soles so that 
they do not mark the floors.  Intermediate students are required to bring a change of clothes (shorts and shirt) 
for use during their P.E. classes.  During wet weather, it is advisable that all students have an extra t-shirt and 
pants at school in case a change of clothing is necessary. 
 
 
 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES (iPods, tablets, portable gaming systems), CELLULAR PHONES AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATION/WIRELESS DEVICES 
The use of these devices is strictly prohibited by students at school in classrooms, 
change rooms, or washrooms for any use including sending or receiving text messages, 
or to take, send, or receive pictures.  Student are permitted to bring a cell phone to school 
for emergency purposes.  The cell phone should remain off and in the child's locker 
during the school day. 
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  South Kelowna Elementary School 
2017-2018 Calendar/Bell Schedule 

 
 
Days in session:      192 
Number of days of instruction:   184 
Number of non-instructional days:     8 
 

School Opens       September 5, 2017 (8:30 am - 11:00 am) 

Home-School Conferences     September 28, 2017 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Home-School Conferences     September 29, 2017 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Administrative Implementation Day    October 6, 2017 – Classes not in session 

Thanksgiving Day (Schools Closed)    October 9, 2017 

Teacher Professional Development Day    October 20, 2017 – Classes not in session 

Remembrance Day (Schools Closed)    November 13, 2017 

Term 1 Report Card      December 15, 2017 

Winter Vacation (Schools Closed)    Dec. 25, 2017 – January 5, 2018 

Schools Reopen after Winter Vacation    January 8, 2018 

Home-School Conferences     February 1, 2018 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Home-School Conferences     February 2, 2018 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Family Day (Schools closed)     February 12, 2018 

Staff Professional Development Day    February 23, 2018 – Classes not in session   

Term 2 Report Card      March 14, 2018 

Spring Vacation (Schools Closed)    March 19–30, 2018 

Easter Monday       April 2, 2018 

School reopens after Spring Vacation    April 3, 2018 - Tuesday  

Victoria Day (Schools Closed)     May 21, 2018 

Last Day of School for Students (Final Report Card issued) June 28, 2018 - Regular Dismissal Time 

Administrative Day (Students do not attend)  June 29, 2018 

Bell Schedule: 
Classes in Session       8:30 a.m.  

Lunch                  11:00- 12:00 p.m. 

Recess         1:40-1:55 p.m.  

Dismissal        2:30 p.m. 
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